
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025

TIME OF ADVENT

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls 
us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we 
turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root 
of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and 
meek of the earth. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

O R D E R    O F    W O R S H I P

Gathering Music   “Oh, Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” organ 
Welcome & Announcements 
Confession & Forgiveness 
Gathering Song   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249 

(verses 1,2,4) 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 
Advent Candle Verse “Light One Candle” ELW 240, sing 2x 
Greeting 
Prayer of the Day 

 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-6a 
Children’s Hymn “Away in a Manger” ELW 277, vs. 1 
Children’s Word Dreams of Peace 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon Tossed But Not Lost 
Hymn of the Day   “Light Dawns On A Weary World” ELW 726 
Nicene Creed 
Prayers of Intercession 
Gathering of Gifts 
Offering Prayer 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  Words of Institution 
  The Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 
  Distribution 
  Post Communion Blessing 

 

Blessing 
Sending Song     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244, vs. 1,2,4 
Dismissal 
Sending Music “Hark the Glad Sound” organ 

GATHERING

WORD  

SENDING

Worship Participants

MEAL

S U B S C R I B E 
to our TEXT messages! 

If you are not receiving our text 
messages already, you can 

subscribe by texting 
“Subscribe” and your name to 

our number 507-288-6430 

Our worship services offer a 
‘Prayground’ towards the back 
of the Sanctuary as the perfect 
place for families with small 
children to grow together in 
faith, with the freedom to move, 
explore, and worship in a 
supportive environment.  

‘Prayground ’ for Children



     WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 3 of the Many Things Happening at Bethel  

To learn about more events subscribe to our weekly eNews by emailing us to info@bethellutheran.com or 
pick up a printed version through our “Bethel Connection Box” located by the entrance of our building. 

     HOLY COMMUNION  

All the baptized believing that Jesus is truly present in the bread & wine are 
welcome to take communion (including visitors). Holy Communion is  
offered during our Saturday worship at 6 pm and Gate of Life Contemporary 
service on Sunday at 10:10 am each week. Our 9 am & 10:30 am Sunday 
services offer Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  

     SPECIAL  ACCOMMO DATIONS  

•  A looping system is installed for those with compatible hearing aides. 
•  Assisted listening devices are available, please ask one of the ushers. 
•  Parenting room available on the back left of the sanctuary. Our nursery    
   is open during Sunday services for parents to stay with their children. 

 

 

We’re glad you’re here! Please stop by the Welcome Desk for 
more information about our vibrant Bethel church family. 

     ARE YOU NEW AT BETHEL?  

• Saturdays: 6 pm  
• Sundays: 9* am | 10:30 am (‘Side by Side’ - Families together at worship)  
   10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service with Holy Communion) 
   *9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter and is Live-streamed 
   through our YouTube channel: youtube.com/user/RochBethelLutheran 
• Videos of our services are posted on our website to be viewed at any               

time: www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline 

Jim & Cindy Bahler  

1. “In the Manger” an evening celebrating the beautiful retelling of the arrival of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ… join our Bethel Music Department as all of our ensembles participate on Wednesday, December 
10th at 7 pm. Narrations, scripture, and song come together in a special evening filled with the Christmas 
story. What better way to kick off the holiday season than joining the dedicated and talented volunteers who 
give of their time to elevate worship through song. This is a free concert, we hope to see you there! 

2. This month, Moms and the Message will meet on Monday, December 8th at 6 pm. Moms and the Message 
is a group for moms with kids from zero – teens [but leave them home – this is just for you!]. Join us at Erin 
Okins’ home for a no-prep Bible study during a time to connect with other moms, enjoy apps, wine & spirit-
free drinks. Location changes every month. RSVP to Kelly Jones by texting (320) 291-6142 . 

3. Our Sunday School kids will sing Emmanuel in worship on December 14th as we prepare for the Christmas 
Program that will be December 21st at 1:30 pm. On December 14th, at 9 am, kids will go to worship with 
their family (no change for 10:30 am) and leave after the Children’s Word. Families are asked to bring 1-2 
dozen cookies for the reception that will follow. An email was sent on November 29th with more details. 

 Our children offerings will be 
directed to support              

Ray of Life 

       CONTACT  

                                            INFORMATION  

    Find information about   
Bethel & upcoming events: 

 

 

 

810 Third Ave SE | Rochester, 
MN 55904 | 507-288-6430 

  CHILDREN ’S NOISY OFFERING  

   ADVENT WREATH LIG HTERS  



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 - 9 a.m.

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

O R D E R    O F    W O R S H I P

 

Gathering Music   “Oh, Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” organ 
Welcome & Announcements 
Call To Worship “O Come to Us, Emmanuel” Men’s Quartet 
Confession & Forgiveness 
Gathering Song   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249 

(verses 1,2,4) 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 
Advent Candle Verse “Light One Candle” ELW 240, sing 2x 
Greeting 
Kyrie & Canticle of Praise on screen 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Musical Offering “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” Chancel Choir 
First Reading Malachi 3:1-6a 
Children’s Hymn “Away in a Manger” ELW 277, vs. 1 
Children’s Word Dreams of Peace 
Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” on screen 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon Tossed But Not Lost 
Hymn of the Day  “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726 
Nicene Creed 
Prayers of Intercession 
Gathering of Gifts “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Bethel Ringers 
Offering Prayer 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  Words of Institution 
  The Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 
  Distribution “Lamb of God” ELW p. 112 
  Distribution Hymns “Now We Join In Celebration” ELW 462 

“The King Shall Come” ELW 260 
  Post Communion Blessing 
 
Blessing 
Sending Song     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244, vs. 1,2,4 
Dismissal 
Sending Music “Hark the Glad Sound” organ 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls 
us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we 
turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root 
of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and 
meek of the earth. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

GATHERING

WORD  Worship Participants

S U B S C R I B E 
to our TEXT messages! 

SENDING

S U B S C R I B E 
to our TEXT messages! 

If you are not receiving our text 
messages already, text 

“Subscribe” and your name to 
our number 507-288-6430 

Our worship services offer a 
‘Prayground’ towards the back 
of the Sanctuary as the perfect 
place for families with small 
children to grow together in 
faith, with the freedom to move, 
explore, and worship in a 
supportive environment.  

‘Prayground ’ for Children

MEAL



     WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 3 of the Many Things Happening at Bethel  

To learn about more events subscribe to our weekly eNews by emailing us to info@bethellutheran.com or 
pick up a printed version through our “Bethel Connection Box” located by the entrance of our building. 

     HOLY COMMUNION  

All the baptized believing that Jesus is truly present in the bread & wine are 
welcome to take communion (including visitors). Holy Communion is  
offered during our Saturday worship at 6 pm and Gate of Life Contemporary 
service on Sunday at 10:10 am each week. Our 9 am & 10:30 am Sunday 
services offer Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  

 Our children offerings will be 
directed to support              

Ray of Life 

     SPECIAL  ACCOMMO DATIONS  

•  A looping system is installed for those with compatible hearing aides. 
•  Assisted listening devices are available, please ask one of the ushers. 
•  Parenting room available on the back left of the sanctuary. Our nursery    
   is open during Sunday services for parents to stay with their children. 

       CONTACT  

 

                                            INFORMATION  

 

    Find information about   
Bethel & upcoming events: 

 

 

 

810 Third Ave SE | Rochester, 
MN 55904 | 507-288-6430 

We’re glad you’re here! Please stop by the Welcome Desk for 
more information about our vibrant Bethel church family. 

     ARE YOU NEW AT BETHEL?  

• Saturdays: 6 pm  
• Sundays: 9* am | 10:30 am (‘Side by Side’ - Families together at worship)  
   10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service with Holy Communion) 
   *9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter and is Live-streamed 
   through our YouTube channel: youtube.com/user/RochBethelLutheran 
• Videos of our services are posted on our website to be viewed at any               

time: www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline 

  CHILDREN ’S NOISY OFFERING  

   ADVENT WREATH LIG HTERS  

Erica & Amber Devine  

1. “In the Manger” an evening celebrating the beautiful retelling of the arrival of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ… join our Bethel Music Department as all of our ensembles participate on Wednesday, December 
10th at 7 pm. Narrations, scripture, and song come together in a special evening filled with the Christmas 
story. What better way to kick off the holiday season than joining the dedicated and talented volunteers who 
give of their time to elevate worship through song. This is a free concert, we hope to see you there! 

2. This month, Moms and the Message will meet on Monday, December 8th at 6 pm. Moms and the Message 
is a group for moms with kids from zero – teens [but leave them home – this is just for you!]. Join us at Erin 
Okins’ home for a no-prep Bible study during a time to connect with other moms, enjoy apps, wine & spirit-
free drinks. Location changes every month. RSVP to Kelly Jones by texting (320) 291-6142 . 

3. Our Sunday School kids will sing Emmanuel in worship on December 14th as we prepare for the Christmas 
Program that will be December 21st at 1:30 pm. On December 14th, at 9 am, kids will go to worship with 
their family (no change for 10:30 am) and leave after the Children’s Word. Families are asked to bring 1-2 
dozen cookies for the reception that will follow. An email was sent on November 29th with more details. 



Welcome to Our Contemporary Service!

Gate of Life is a service that will impact you musically, visually, and with 
the power of God’s Word and Jesus’ salvation as its backbone. The name 
“Gate of Life” comes from the scripture John 10:9-10, where Jesus says:   
“I am the gate … I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  
Expect worship to be highly engaging through the use of images, music 
that moves the body and soul, a message that encourages all to partici-
pate, and a community focused atmosphere with Christ at the center.   

Do you enjoy The Gate of Life?

WE INVITE YOU TO VOL UNTEER!

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls 
us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we 
turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root 
of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and 
meek of the earth. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

December 7th, 2025  

Second Sunday of Advent

W O R S H I P    I N F O R M A T I O N

Bible Reading              Malachi 3:1-6a 
Gospel         Matthew 3:1-12 
Children’s Sermon              Dreams of Peace 

Sermon Title                 Tossed But Not Lost 

Worship Participants:

Preacher: Rev. Lisa Hawe 
The Gate of Life Worship Leader: Michele Nyman 

 Email us to             
info@bethellutheran.com    
to be added to our weekly 

eNews and/or activate your  
Bethel Connect account 

S U B S C R I B E 
to our TEXT messages! 

If you are not receiving our text 
messages already, subscribe by 

texting “Subscribe” to our 
church  number 507-288-6430 

• Texts will only come from our
Bethel phone number.

• Bethel Pastors or staff will
NEVER send you texts asking
for ‘favors’, gift cards, etc.

• We will only send occasional
texts about important news,
events, or cancellations.

• Opt-out at any time by
replying STOP



     WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 3 of the Many Things Happening at Bethel  

To learn about more events subscribe to our weekly eNews by emailing us to info@bethellutheran.com or 
pick up a printed version through our “Bethel Connection Box” located by the entrance of our building. 

     HOLY COMMUNION  

All the baptized believing that Jesus is truly present in the bread & wine are 
welcome to take communion (including visitors). Holy Communion is  
offered during our Saturday worship at 6 pm and Gate of Life Contemporary 
service on Sunday at 10:10 am each week. Our 9 am & 10:30 am Sunday 
services offer Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  

 Our children offerings will be 
directed to support              

Ray of Life 

     SPECIAL  ACCOMMO DATIONS  

•  A looping system is installed for those with compatible hearing aides. 
•  Assisted listening devices are available, please ask one of the ushers. 
•  Parenting room available on the back left of the sanctuary. Our nursery    
   is open during Sunday services for parents to stay with their children. 

       CONTACT  

 

INFORMATION  

 

    Find information about   
Bethel & upcoming events: 

 

 

 

810 Third Ave SE | Rochester, 
MN 55904 | 507-288-6430 

We’re glad you’re here! Please stop by the Welcome Desk for 
more information about our vibrant Bethel church family. 

     ARE YOU NEW AT BETHEL?  

• Saturdays: 6 pm  
• Sundays: 9* am | 10:30 am (‘Side by Side’ - Families together at worship)  
   10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service with Holy Communion) 
   *9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter and is Live-streamed 
   through our YouTube channel: youtube.com/user/RochBethelLutheran 
• Videos of our services are posted on our website to be viewed at any               

time: www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline 

  CHILDREN ’S NOISY OFFERING  

1. “In the Manger” an evening celebrating the beautiful retelling of the arrival of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ… join our Bethel Music Department as all of our ensembles participate on Wednesday, December 
10th at 7 pm. Narrations, scripture, and song come together in a special evening filled with the Christmas 
story. What better way to kick off the holiday season than joining the dedicated and talented volunteers who 
give of their time to elevate worship through song. This is a free concert, we hope to see you there! 

2. This month, Moms and the Message will meet on Monday, December 8th at 6 pm. Moms and the Message 
is a group for moms with kids from zero – teens [but leave them home – this is just for you!]. Join us at Erin 
Okins’ home for a no-prep Bible study during a time to connect with other moms, enjoy apps, wine & spirit-
free drinks. Location changes every month. RSVP to Kelly Jones by texting (320) 291-6142 . 

3. Our Sunday School kids will sing Emmanuel in worship on December 14th as we prepare for the Christmas 
Program that will be December 21st at 1:30 pm. On December 14th, at 9 am, kids will go to worship with 
their family (no change for 10:30 am) and leave after the Children’s Word. Families are asked to bring 1-2 
dozen cookies for the reception that will follow. An email was sent on November 29th with more details. 



 

1. “In the Manger” an evening celebrating the beautiful retelling of the arrival of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ… join our Bethel Music Department as all of our
ensembles participate on Wednesday, December 10th at 7 pm. Narrations,
scripture, and song come together in a special evening filled with the Christmas
story. What better way to kick off the holiday season than joining the dedicated
and talented volunteers who give of their time to elevate worship through song.
This is a free concert, we hope to see you there!

2. This month, Moms and the Message will meet on Monday, December 8th at 6
pm. Moms and the Message is a group for moms with kids from zero – teens [but
leave them home – this is just for you!]. Join us at Erin Okins’ home for a no-prep
Bible study during a time to connect with other moms, enjoy apps, wine & spirit-
free drinks. Location changes every month. RSVP to Kelly Jones by texting (320)
291-6142.

3. Our Sunday School kids will sing Emmanuel in worship on December 14th as we
prepare for the Christmas Program that will be December 21st at 1:30 pm. On
December 14th, at 9 am, kids will go to worship with their family (no change for
10:30 am) and leave after the Children’s Word. Families are asked to bring 1-2
dozen cookies for the reception that will follow. An email was sent on November
29th with more details.

C O N T A C T

3  O F  T H E  M A N Y  T H I N G S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  B E T H E L  

To learn more about Bethel happenings, subscribe to our weekly eNews by 
emailing us to info@bethellutheran.com or pick up a printed version through our 

“Bethel Connection Box” located by the entrance of our building. 

Information about upcoming events 
can be found at:

 

810 Third Ave SE | Rochester, MN 55904 
507-288-6430 |     info@bethellutheran.com

S U B S C R I B E  

to our TEXT messages! 

If you are not receiving our text 
messages already, text “Subscribe” and 
your name to our number 507-288-6430 

• Texts will only come from our Bethel
phone number.

• Bethel Pastors or staff will NEVER
send you texts asking for ‘favors’, gift
cards, etc.

• We will only send occasional texts
about important news, events, or
cancellations.

• Opt-out at any time by replying STOP
 

- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH, 2025 -

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

WELCOME TO 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John 
the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward 
the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is 
the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor 
and meek of the earth. 
From the Lord’s table we 
are sent in the spirit of 
John the Baptist to 
proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of God has 
come near. 

W O R S H I P  
P A R T I C I P A N T S

• Preacher:
Rev. Lisa Hawe

• Leaders:
Rev. Anjanette Bandel
Rev. Michael Mandsager

• Lector: Lori Anderson
• Organist: Jim Bahler
• Minister of Music &

Worship: Brock A. Besse

Children’s Noisy Offering: 
 Our children offerings 

will be directed to support         
Ray of Life 

Advent Wreath Lighters 
Tim, Stephanie, Gavin, & 

Audrey Putzier  



 

 

Gathering Music “Oh, Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” organ 
Welcome  
Call To Worship “O Come to Us, Emmanuel” Men’s Quartet 
Confession & Forgiveness
Gathering Song “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249, vs. 1,2,4 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 
Advent Candle Verse “Light One Candle” ELW 240 sing 2x 
Greeting 
Prayer of the Day 

Gathering of Gifts  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” Chancel Choir 
Offering Prayer 
Children’s Song  “Away In A Manger” ELW 277, vs. 1 
Children’s Word  Dreams of Peace 
First Reading Malachi 4:1-2 
Musical Offering “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Bethel Ringers 
Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” on screen 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon Tossed But Not Lost 
Hymn of the Day  “Light Dawns On A Weary World” ELW 726 
Nicene Creed 
Prayers of Intercession 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  Words of Institution 
  The Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 
  Distribution “Lamb of God” ELW p. 112 
  Distribution Hymns “Now We Join In Celebration” ELW 462

“The King Shall Come” ELW 260 
  Post Communion Blessing 

 

Announcements 
Blessing
Sending Song “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”       ELW 244, vs. 1,2,4 
Dismissal 
Sending Music “Hark the Glad Sound” organ 

O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P

 GATHERING 

 WORD 

 SENDING 

 MEAL 

W
E
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C
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E
! We’re glad you’re here! Please stop by the Welcome Desk for 

more information about our vibrant Bethel church family. 

• Saturdays: 6 pm
• Sundays: 9* am | 10:30 am (Side by Side–Families worshipping together)
 10:10 am Gate of Life (Contemporary Service with Holy Communion)
 *9 am in-person worship offers an ASL interpreter and is Live-streamed
 through our YouTube channel: youtube.com/user/RochBethelLutheran
• Videos of our services are posted on our website to be viewed at any

time: www.bethellutheran.com/worshiponline

All the baptized believing that Jesus is truly present in the bread & wine are 
welcome to take communion (including visitors). Holy Communion is offered 
during our Saturday worships at 6 pm and Gate of Life Contemporary service 
on Sundays at 10:10 am. Our 9 am & 10:30 am Sunday services offer Holy 
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  

 ARE YOU NEW AT BETHEL? 

  WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

  HOLY COMMUNION 

  SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
• A looping system is installed for those with compatible hearing aides.
• Assisted listening devices are available, please ask one of the ushers.
• Parenting room available on the back left of the sanctuary. Our nursery

is open during Sunday services for parents to stay with their children.

I N F O R M A T I O N

Our worship services offer a ‘Prayground’ as the perfect place for families with 
small children to grow together in faith, with the freedom to move, explore, and 
worship in a supportive environment. Children registered for Sunday School 
(preschool – 4th grade) are invited to worship with their families and will be excused 
after the “Children’s Word” to engage in age-appropriate activities with teachers and 
helpers to enhance the message of worship. Leaders will return the children in grades 
1-4 to the area near the CYF desk and preschool youth can be picked up in room 100.


